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RPMARKS 

dated March 8, 2004. 

Ttle rel ecton *«« I. .* ^ ^ re ^ lwmeI1(3 . 

case of obviousness, the ^ 8VaHable in me 

M. ,he pnor art re**, upon, couple* „ lnMrti> , e wold 

reF/n e,5USPQ2d1596.159B^ „ - suCOess as determined from the van- 
must have had a reasonable expectatio • 

invention was made. 

ag e p*« of one o. « - •» « "« 1023 (Fed ». -* 
*«« C^< «— — " ' lice or combine**, of 

obviousness. 1Q ^estoa 

» i- inwftntion as encompass 6 * 1 by Claim iu, •*» 

^ Z^aUer, care* comprising 9- phase carburtzeBon o. 

^ for oornpound powders « a 

„ powde* wherein ». MM U- *- — 

temperature ranging from 8W<~ to aw 
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„ a COVCO mi*ure wnh a CO, content which is above me Bo^arde,u,Ubnum 
* cant., ou, - ^-^^r:^^^ 
w. * mm 1 iso»C to 1 ,800°C after carbunzation. 

temperature at which no agglomeration or sintering action takes place to effect the 

following reaction W0 3 + 5CO -> WC + 4 CO* 

™ reject she* he wHhcrawn. It Is Known by one skilled in the art that ft. 
spectnc strL area o, powers made h» tn«ma. decompose dependson the 

1« specie surface «a. Le. inching par.de 

Applicants previous enclosed a Copy of the pubUcahon enMtec 

pLer Production.- (p. 106-113). »hich teaches this phenomenon for MgO (Figure 

4.15) and BaT103 (See Figure 4.18). 

Accordingly, one of ordinary skill In the art wouW have expected that r«at 

treetme^WCaUe^^ 

re8Ult „ en increase* par»cte s^ofthe WC^owder. In esse 

used to produce a liquid-phase sintered composite matenal. a*. ^WC-Co (- hart 

me*0 « degree of dispersion of me WCphase and hence me ardnese* - d» 

.ompUne materia, was supposed « decease. Surprisingly. «*»»>~ 

discovered that is no. me case. Instead. Applicants have discovered mat the 

hardness Increase (See Table 2. Example 1 (no heat treaUnen.) v.. examples 2. 3 

and 5 (heat treatment)) is observed. 
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of the pending claims is earnestly requeue . 



Bayer Chemicals Corporation 

»^^» 1620S ' 9741 

412-777-2612 
s:/sr/van Eyl/dvefc814 



jiderioo vaiyfcyl 
Attorney foMppl«cante 
Reg. No. 38,641 
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